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1. In early October two meetings of Brazilian Communist Party (PCB) members
were held in the State of iinas Gerais %o discuss Communist activities in
the Clube Militar and in the armed forces(l). The first of these mestings
was held in Julz de Fora in the office of rarty leader Tomaz Bernardino(2).
Among those present was a Communist named Olavo(3), who had just returned
from Ric and who reported on his conversations with important Commuaists
and with several active and reserve Army officials.

2. Olavo had discussed the questicon of the Hevista do Clube #ilitar(l) with
the latter group and stated that all believed that the pro-Communist offi-
cers who elected War Minister Newton Estillac leal president of the club
would be victorious in the Hevista controversy. 7This group of Army offi-
ciels is working hard, with the apparent sympathy of General leal, for
the passage of the Amnesty Law(l), which would provide amnesty and all .
senority rights for military personnel who were dismissed from the Army
for their political beliefs (i.e., Communism) after the 1935 Communist
revolution. Olavo was quoted as having added that the Revista controversy
had been exploited by the enemies of Communism, but that General leal's
group, whom he called the patriots of Prestes, was well entrenched and
realized that a victory in the Amnesty Law issue would force the passage
of other laws favorable to the Communists.

3. Olavo stated that in order to create confusion, the Communist press was
going to publish a serles of attacks on General Leal, but that Party mem-
bers themselves should not take this seriously since the Generel was
favorably considered by the PCB.

L. At the other Communist meeting, which was also held in Juisz dé Fora at
the home of State Party leader Milton Fernandes(5), a speech was made by
Jacy Pacheco, who reported that the Minister of Var was consulting the
other ministers and various Army officers concerning the Amnesty lLaw, and
that it was hoped that complete and unrestricted amnesty would be granted,
After another Communist in attendance, Reginaldo Guimaraes, had called
attention to a recent attack on General Leal publishsd by a Party news~
paper in Sac Paulo, Tacheco explained that this wes merely a means of
creating confusion and that the PCB National Commlttee had ordersed that
the War Minister be attacked by some Communist news organs and defended

by others.
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‘I‘owérds the end of ﬁm neeting ﬁo@a\hﬂst Walter doreira (6) sovorely

erdd
closet
all:

icized the comn: agder of the Second Military Region for having
} the Assoclacab dos Sargentos (Sergesnts' Association) and urged
5o present »t the maeting to make every offort to infiltrate the

lower i‘anks of the Aymy in order 4o firther the Party's strugele against

the

(3)

go ent and thd nilitery 1eada!-a

T —

after convorsations with various military
Septembey that the etmosphere of undest pie~
s barticularly in the Ammy, wag attri-
3 incipal f&atnrsu a) the cohitros
versial political oriéntati i of the pubjdcation Revista do Clube
41i i and b) Bhe RDaliosty LW, octh of yhich were v debate
%ﬁ 55 nerass. Abte to séttle the diséord, which was inducing
many Glube Hilidb dét's td side with the Revista and wad split-
ng the Amy ihtd tws appa?bni}’;( op. »osmg danps, Were repo

atted by Genérais Canrobart fareira ddi Goste, Alcides Stchgoen,
Cordeire Farias, bduardo Gombs, snd Salvabor Cesar Obino. Oppo-
gsition to the Aunesty Lair bepane so- bitter i.n military eircles
that Arxw Chiof oﬁ Staft Gehéf.‘al Pedro Aursdio de Goes M’onteiro
stated that, 1¢ tng law were pagséd, he wonld have the Con

dissolired. Tha following weve tha predominant critictsms :aade of
the law vy Arny bffi

.cials: L
é. It woqld be aii W those with years of aﬁtiva Arw
sérvice who were about 0. i:e promotedo

b teﬁlé to the two follow:

be How could the armed fdrces pay hbmage annually bb the
Communists who died in the uémm\mist revolution of 1935 Py
Pe.r-ty memoars do now,

¢o How, cduld thare by amr justxf&cation foL the pae!s-xge of
Law #1287 of 9 Decenbsr 1950, which would promote all offie
cers and men of the First (States of Rio do Janeiro, Espirito
. Sento, and the Feuerzl Digtrict) ind Seventh (Stste of Pernambuco)
Mildtary Regiona vho :Bou;,ht in tﬂB Conmuxﬂs‘t revolution.

Poasibly ide: rtical witn Jlavo Jntdim Oa.apos, Coummist student agi~
“tator, (NI

(u) Passnge of this law would nean thnt Luiz Carlos Prestes and othur

- Lomaunists wonld become gonerald in the Army.
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